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Livestock; Dadrying and Poultry

General Impertance

Dairying and general livestock farming ars by far the major agricultural
activities in Wahkiakum County., In %he 1954 Census, cveir two~thirds of all
the 367 farms in the area were classed as dairy or livestock farms. About 90
percent of all sales from farms were derived from livestock including poultrye.
Cut of a total sale value of §1,470,000, the sum of $1,055,000 was for whole
ri1lk and cream, and another $225,500 was for animals sold alive, With 200 of
iis farms classed as dairy farms, Wahkiakum County is one of the most special-
ized dairy areas of western Washington, While one of the smallest counties of
liashington, Wahkialkum ranks fifteenth in ths state in value of dairy farm
rroducts. seld, o S

Livestcek Trends

Major changes in livestock farming have oé;ﬁurred since 1920. The total
catile porulation rose from about 4;500 head in 1920 to 10,000 head in 1956,
Dairy cattle have nct increased greatly but large gains were made in the beef

Total Value of Wahkiakum County TAvestocks $969 5116

Figure 12,« VaBue of Livestock on Farms
Wahkiakum County, 1950
(Based on U,S, Census, Agriculture)
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breeds, Beef animale have gons up from less than 500 head to 2,800 in the last
15 years, A dairy cattle peak of 8,500 head was reached in 19hﬁ when milk was
in great demand during World War II, The increase of beef animals has come
about mainly since 1950, .

Sharp declines in hogs and horses and some gain in sheep has happened sigiee
1920, Poultry farming has generslly been reduced, Chickens and egg production

are down considerably below 1939 levels, Tarkey production has gained in resent
years, .

Cattle: Dairy and Beef Farming

Dairying and raising beef cattle characterizes the county's farming econ-
my. Dairy cattle, producing whole milk and proceasing milk for markets in
the Portland metropolitan district is the keystone of farm life in this lower
Columbia River area, About 200 farms were selling whole milk in 195k, The
number of dairy farms, however, decreased by 70 from 1950 to 1954 indicating
that some emall-scale producers have abandoned dairying, Grade A milk produce
tion bus also required larger investments in farm ‘equipment to satisfy sani-
tation regulations and has been a doterrent to expansion.

Dairy production has expanded into grade A whole milk for the urban may.
kets, while farm production of cream and butter and milk for local marketing
has dwindled, Volume of production and volume of sales are now slightly below
the peak war-time years, '

Table 15.- Dairy Products Seld From Farms
Wahkiakum County, 1939«-195k.

Whole Milk Sold "Cream Sold Butter Soid -
_Year From Farms Frem Farms From Farms
_ {pounds ) {dollars} { (pounds) | (dollars) | (pounds) (doliars)
1939 | 18,760,000 | § - 565,000 | 137,000 $73,000 56 - 23
-19h4 | 29,007,300 1,160,000 3,400 | - 1,600 - -
1949 | 22,349,590 | 917,400 | 20,982 | 13,400 .| - -
195k | 2L,916,679.| 1,038,650 | - 30,185 | 16,650 - -

& change to beef cattle has
in recent ysars, New farmers have found beef f
and less costly for barns,

grade A milk productioit,’

Source: U.S, Census, Agriculture,

followed some decline in dairying operations

arming less demanding for labor
—aheds and milk handling equipment now required for
- Beef farming also fits in better with the part~time

farming system that is common. on the outskirts of industrial localities along

the lower Columbia River,
Angus are also able to fora

brushy and cut-over

sreas common.in the area,
ably is a major reason for the expanded beef-ra

Hardy breeds of beef.cattle such as Hersfords and
ge well in the flood-plain bottomlands and hilly,
The labor-saving factor probe
iaing operations since 1950.
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. Pnﬁl bry I'a.rming is e mipdr activ:l.ty in Wahkiakum Gounty‘ : Only about 10
farm places are-considered in the.last. gensus (1954)-to be poultry farms,” As
a sidqlins, however, about. S0 to .75 genieral and fiiscellanecus’ farms have
chickene and sell.oges, A1l poultry preducts sold off farme in the eemsuses
in 1950, and 195L ranged from $23,000.%,0-$30,000, - - Producticn’ is primarily for
home upe and local markets.. With theé. exception of eggs, very 1ittle of the
poultry output goes to up~river markets of Portland or to resort areas on the
Columbia River and the. Pacifi¢ County Bedches,

@ 17.~ Chickens, Egg Production and mrxeye
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Source: U.S. Census, Agriculture,
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N - Conmercial egg production is the most valuable part of ‘the poultry induse
- try. About 40,000 to 45,000 dozen sre sold per year. Money received by
poultry farmers for fresh eggs has ranged from $18,000 to $23,000 per year.
" In 195 there were 50 farms selling eggs, This was a decrease over the 1S9L9
figure of 70 producers, Major factors causing some decline in egg production
for market in recent years has been the cost of imported poultry feeds, de
pressed prices and large supplies produced in neighboring poultry cocunties such
as Lewls, Cowlitz and Clark,

. The raising of turkeys and ducks is on a small scale mainly for local
marketing, Turkeys have become more common in recent years being raised on s
half dozen farms, The number raised in 1954 was the highest since 1549,
Raising ducks and geese is limited to a few farms for home-use or neighberhood
sales, . .

Totsl Value of -Poultry and Poultry Products Sold
in 1954 ~ $23,250

Chioken Egge
76,56
$17,800

Figure 13.~ Divisions of Wahkiakum County Poultry Industry
By Products Sold off Farms in 195k,
(Basad on U,S. Census, Agriculture,).

Hog raising has-deélined greatly in Wahkiikum County since 1940, Swine
‘numbers on 'farms went ‘down fram over LOO head to less than 60 during.the last
15 years, By 1954 only 26 farms were keeping hogs and pigs and the average
was less than 3 head to the farm, The sale of hogs is mainly to local custom
slaughterers and is limited to about 30 to 50 head per year., Some tutchering
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- 18 dons: for farm home use, A majer reasdn for' decline of. hog x'niai.ng has been
. the: sharply decreased sipply of:skimméd-milk from ferm milk separatorsy’: ‘Today,
daimtn do. Iittle mi1k: aeparating and ship whole milk almost;entirely, As a
..result, they have: abandoned ‘hog féeedling as &~ sidelina. . High eost of-buying
sudmported feed grains to fatten: hega ma;kes pori procmction less unprofitablo in

'bhis area.
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Sheap. ~
i Sheep numbers have naver been'large.in Wahkiakum Co\mty. In 195h, however,
. the.census found the largest number of - sheep ofi farms since 1935, Abcut a ‘

. ‘uﬁﬁan farms hdd srmall ficcks of sheep in .wbu, De.'l.ng bU percem. more farms than
| wene carrying shep in- 1949, As:a‘sidelire to general livestock raising end
dairying, & half Zowen farms sold about 115 head of sheep and lambs in 195k,
~ Damp winter climais and lack of grassland pesturea in the haavny wooded uplands
in addition {0 mumercus predstory -animals in the forests, tend to discourage
cheep raising on & large scale.in this coast range region,

Tsbls 18,~ Hogs, Sheep, Horses and Mules

-~ mVmeie Masssadies )] - .
'r‘-'u.hkiukuu County ’ 19&6-4-791&- g

Esnsus ﬁoga Eeap orses o8 .

Yaar | [head) | (hoad) (head) \ .
9ko 1.10- L 282 '

1008 | 129, | &6 1 1

1950 79 i 2),4 . &8

1984 15T § 157 | S9

Sourcs: U,S. Census, Agriculture,. - .- :

Horses and Mules

Horses and muies for fa.rm work, transportation, 1ogging and local conw
struction work have decrezeed in the last 30 years, They have been replaced
by tractors, trucks and other machines, In earlier. -years a largar amount of

pasturs, hay and grain c:upland was needed to support horses, There were L72

‘horses and mules in the: Wehiclakum area in 1920, but the 195l census found only
59 head, Less than 35 farmg are presently keeping horses and they are mainly

of the work type, About 30 places ars using horses for farm work and some

logging a*. the present time, - . ..

Bees and l!onqy

Only = fei l“'nv'-"é plaqes Keep bees .fo“ home use. and }.ocal markets, DBee~
keeping was quite common in sarliei’ years of settlement when homesteaders and -
isolated places used local honey almoet entirely, Most honey products conswmed
locally today are store~bought ocmmercial brands packed in other parts of the
otate. In 1920 ecensus emumerators recorded L20 hives, By 195k, :howaver, thers

“ were only 11 hivqs, ind:tcating that beakaeping hagd practioauy Ibaen abmdonod .
‘as a*fam éidaline‘ , . , : e
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